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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2011. Paperback. Condition: New.
Language: English. Brand new Book. Awarded "Best of 2011" in Arts & Letters by Kirkus Review! By
special request, this BLACK-AND-WHITE "Classroom Edition" is now available. The cover is still
COLOR. KIRKUS REVIEW (posted in its entirety) The English language gets pulled up by its roots for
purposes of entertainment, enlightenment and vocabulary building in this sprightly linguistic
romp. The author, an English professor, introduces readers to some of the knottier words in the
language through an approach that mixes analysis, history and lots of engaging anecdotes. His
method is to seize on dusty old lexical roots, usually from Latin but also from Greek, Old English,
Norse and French, and follow their branchings through the modern English words derived from
them, with plenty of lore and intriguing digressions thrown in to make the pedagogy go down easy.
He traces the Latin verb spectare (to watch), for example, through its many incarnations, from
spectacle to expectant, while tossing in allusions to Shakespeare and Byron and an aside on the
evolution of false eyes as defensive camouflage in the animal kingdom. German takes a
meandering path through the lexicon, always happy to...
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Reviews
The most e ective book i ever read through. it had been writtern quite flawlessly and valuable. I am just happy to let you know that here is the very best
publication i have got read through during my individual daily life and may be he greatest pdf for ever.
-- Prof. Adonis Rodriguez
Comprehensive information for publication fans. I have got read and i am confident that i am going to likely to go through once again once again in the
foreseeable future. I am just very happy to let you know that this is actually the greatest book i have read in my very own existence and could be he finest
book for at any time.
-- Clair Windler
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